THE DEFENCE OF THE EMPIRE
alliance. What do we do then ? We make an alliance,
and that is the end of isolationism*
After all an alliance is a source of power like the air
arm or the submarine* If the other side adopts it we
too must do so or drop out of the race, accept a position
of inferiority of power which makes defence phy-
sically impossible*
No phrase is commoner in this discussion than that
'nations will not fight except for their direct interests*,
the implication being that they will not fight on behalf
of the defence of others, for a principle of interna-
tional order. Then they can have no effective defence
at all.
Imagine a case (it happens to exist) in which a great
power, or combination of powers, possesses force
expressed by the index figure 100, and that it is flanked
by half a dozen less powerful states each of whose
force is represented by the index figure 50. If each
of these latter says: 'We will only fight if directly
attacked, not for others,* then they will only fight to
lose: the greater state or combination has them at its
mercy, But from the moment, however, that they
made a defensive confederation, a league, based on the
principle 'an attack on one is an attack on all', the
lesser states have a power represented, not by 50, but
by 300.
It is literally true to say that only by being willing
to defend others, can they possibly defend themselves.
In all this discussion there is usually a confusion
between obligation and liability; a quite unwarranted
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